
 

NARRATIVE 

 

Property:   1 McGrath Highway 

Applicant/Owner:  Somerbridge Hotel LLC 

Agent:    Adam Dash, Esq. 

Zoning Designations:  High-Rise (“HR”) District/Half Mile Transit Area/Not in PSD 

Case # of ZBA decision: P&Z 23-032 

 

Summary 

 

On April 19, 2023, Applicant and Owner Somerbridge Hotel LLC was approved by the Zoning 

Board of Appeals (“ZBA”) in Case #P&Z 23-032 for a Hardship Variance for relief from the 

façade build out requirements for its hotel project at 1 McGrath Highway. 

 

Somerbridge Hotel LLC now seeks to extend said Hardship Variance approval by the maximum 

amount of time allowed pursuant to Somerville Zoning Ordinance Section 15.2. 

 

The grounds for such extension are, first that after obtaining said Hardship Variance from the 

ZBA, Somerbridge Hotel LLC had to obtain Site Plan Approval and Special Permits from the 

Planning Board.  On May 18, 2023, Somerbridge Hotel LLC obtained said Site Plan Approval 

and Special Permits from the Planning Board in Case #P&Z 21-028. 

 

A second reason for such extension is that the Property is located both in the Cities of Somerville 

and Cambridge, such that, once the relief was obtained by Somerbridge Hotel LLC in 

Somerville, Somerbridge Hotel LLC had to then go through the zoning approval process in 

Cambridge to obtain a Special Permit.  Said Cambridge Special Permit was approved by the 

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals in Case # BZA 230010 on July 27, 2023. The appeal period 

for said Cambridge approval did not run until October 25, 2023. 

 

A third reason for such extension, the Property has contamination and is subject to an Activity 

and Use Limitation (“AUL”) which makes the creation of building permit drawings more 

complicated and time-consuming. 

 

The project has not changed since the prior approvals. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Applicant/Owner Somerbridge Hotel LLC respectfully asks for an extension of said Hardship 

Variance. 

 

 
 
 


